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Editorial: Council's jail vote 
foolish 


It’s difficult to put into words our frustration after Tuesday’s Howard 
County Council meeting. As Tribune reporter George Myers wrote in his 
story published Wednesday, a majority of councilmen rejected a perfectly 
logical, cost-saving solution for an exponentially more expensive path, with 


no hope of succeeding. 


If the measure in question had been approved, a $1 million renovation of 
the old jail on Berkley Road would have begun, with a new work release 
program to go with it. What councilmen did instead was start planning a 
brand new work release facility costing $3 million to $4 million, which, as 
Myers reported, is “a proposal that doesn’t have the backing of the Howard 


County commissioners and can’t be completed unilaterally by the council.” 


Not only that, but in the process, the county just tossed aside a rolling $1.1 


million state work release grant. 


This is so baffling and shortsighted, it’s hard to know where to begin. The 
jail is bursting at its seams, with inmate counts at their highest-ever levels. 


Sometimes one officer is asked to supervise nearly 100 inmates at a time. 


Meanwhile, the old jail is just sitting there unused, ready to house the work 


release program. 


The facility is structurally sound and more than capable of meeting these 
challenges, as it most recently housed children through the Kokomo 
Academy. (Check Monday’s paper for a closer look inside the facility.) 
Instead of allowing inmates to keep their jobs while reducing jail 
overcrowding, we’ve created even more costs down the line as we are 
forced to continue housing these inmates in overcrowded conditions while 
increasing the likelihood they will reoffend. This is a dangerous, wasteful 


state of affairs for offenders, officers and the general public. 


This foolishness was not unnoticed by the Greater Kokomo Economic 
Development Alliance, which drafted an open letter to the council after 
board of directors’ Thursday meeting. The letter, signed by a who’s who of 
local leaders, expressed their “disappointment” and requested the council 
call a special meeting during the coming week to reconsider its decision 


before the Indiana Department of Correction application deadline. 


We support this effort wholeheartedly. Time is of the essence. Fix this now, 


while we still have time. 


